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Rugby feast in Iclod
Sarbatoarea rugbyului la Iclod

When one enters a Mayor’s Office in a rural area and sees
a banner with a quote from Pierre de Coubertin at a place
of honor in the council room, it means that sport occupies
a privileged position in the commune concerned. This is
really the case of Iclod. In this commune in the Somesul
Mic Valley, nothing comes second. From the commune’s
administration to culture and sport investments, all aspects
have their own importance. The events of the third edition
of the Spring Rugby Cup (initiated as part of the action
of implementing rugby in schools), which we attended,
made a particular impression on us. An atmosphere of
celebration, special guests and highly disputed games were
the characteristics of this beautiful competition of school
children, which took place in the modern sports hall of
the Iclod Middle School, and we must not forget the fair
play that was present throughout the events. No less than §
school rugby teams from Cluj-Napoca (2 teams), Buza (2
teams), Sinnicoara, Panticeu, Livada and Iclod, localities
where rugby is gaining increasing ground, participated.
The fact that Cluj is a strong center for the game with
the oval ball is known, but we are happy to point out the
emergence of other groups in communes such as Panticeu
or Buza. So, rugby is popular in rural areas as well, which
is gratifying in the context of Romanian sport. This was
noted by the prestigious guests of the meeting in Iclod, Mr.
Gheorghe Sabau, development director of the Romanian
Rugby Federation for the region of Transylvania, the
main referee of the competition, the former international
rugby players loan Bucan and Petricd Motrescu, as
well as the former players of the University Cluj, Silviu
Spataru (who is originally from Iclod), Nicolae Copil
and Simion Marginean. All were particularly impressed
by this real feast of Romanian school rugby, organized
by the Romanian Rugby Federation, the Mayor’s Office
of the Iclod commune and the Iclod Middle School. The
tournament was also attended by the well-known man
of sport in Cluj, Prof. Dr. Traian Bocu, Editor-in-Chief
of the “Palestrica of the Third Millennium” journal, a
connoisseur of sport in the Somes area. Year after year,
Prof. Bocu organizes the traditional scientific meeting and
competition “The Gheorghe Moceanu Cup”, dedicated to
the personality of the first professor of physical education
in Romania, born in Orman village, Iclod commune.
At the press conference held in the Mayor’s Office, the
deputy mayor of the Iclod commune, Gheorghe Mot, and
the local councilor Ionel Hurducas were also present.

Through discussions with the former international players,
the most important moments of Romanian rugby, a sport
that brought us great satisfaction particulary in the 60-70s,
were recalled. The host of the competition was the mayor
of the Iclod commune, Mr. Emil Pirtoc, President of Honor
of the Central Referee College of the Romanian Rugby
Federation, the architect of many successes in this sport,
who over the past 4 years has worked wonders in the social,
cultural and sports development of the locality near Gherla
city. The guests in Iclod also visited the construction site of
the new stadium near the railway station of Iclod, where a
600-seat stand, attendant facilities and a synthetic athletic
track are under work. A fitness room and a tennis court will
also be built on the premises. This happens in a commune
where physical exercise and sport is one of the priorities of
the local administration. After the introduction of methane
gas, tap water and sewage, the commune center will also
have a modern sports facility, as few towns in this area do.
In Iclod, a good farmer makes a good farm!

Lastly, we should not forget to mention the final ranking
of the Spring Cup in Iclod. The team of the "Eugen Pora”
Theoretical High School in Cluj-Napoca (coach Razvan
Roman) ranked first, followed by the team of the Middle
School in Panticeu, trained by Prof. Bogdan Muresan,
while the bronze medal was won by the school team of the
Middle School in Sannicoara, trained by Bogdan Chindris.
The other teams were awarded mentions, but all received
diplomas and sports equipment. Some were also rewarded
with a rugby ball. What is important is that we witnessed a
touching celebration of school sport, and we will definitely
come back next year, on the occasion of the 4% edition!
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Cand intri intr-un sediu de Primarie din mediul rural si,
la loc de cinste 1n sala de consiliu, vezi pe un banner un
citat din Pierre de Coubertin, asta inseamna ca in comuna
respectiva sportul detine un loc privilegiat. La Iclod, intr-
adevir, asa este. in comuna de pe Valea Somesului Mic nimic
nu e pe planul doi. De la problemele edilitar-gospodaresti
pana la investitiile din domeniul culturii si al sportului,
toate aspectele 1si au importanta lor. Asistand la intrecerile
celei de a treia editii a Cupei Primaverii la rugby (initiata
in cadrul actiunii de implementare a rugbyului in scoli), am
ramas cu o impresie deosebitd. Atmosfera sarbatoreasca,
invitati de marca si meciuri deosebit de disputate - iatd
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The opening ceremony of the Spring Cup,
organized by the Romanian Rugby Federation,
the Mayor’s Office of the Iclod commune and
the Iclod Middle School.
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A protocol picture, with the Mayor of the Iclod
commune, Emil Partoc (to the right of the
poster); loan Bucan (to the left of the poster);
Petrica Motrescu (second to the left), Nicolae
Copil (first to the left), Silviu Spataru (second
to the right), Simion Marginean (first to the

Presentation of international rugby players
from Cluj, by the Mayor Emil Partoc (first
to the right): lIoan Bucan, Gheorghe Sabau,
development director of the Romanian
Rugby Federation (holding the ball), Petrica
Motrescu,  Silviu Spataru, Nicolae Copil,

right).

F S
A game phase during the Spring Cup.

Presentation of the team leaders, and handing
of awards.

caracteristicile frumoasei competitii dedicate elevilor si
desfasurate in moderna sala de sport a Scolii Gimnaziale
din Iclod, la care trebuie sd adaugam sportivitatea ce a
domnit pe toatd durata intalnirilor. Au fost prezente nu mai
putin de 8 echipe scolare de rugby apartinind unitatilor
de invatamint din Cluj-Napoca (2 echipe), Buza (tot 2
formatii), Sannicoara, Panticeu, Livada si Iclod, localitati
unde rugbyul cistigd tot mai mult teren. Stiam ca Clujul
este un centru puternic al sportului cu mingea ovala, dar
semnalam cu bucurie aparitia unor grupari din comune ca
Panticeu sau Buza. Iatd ca rugbyul se bucura de popularitate
si la sate - lucru imbucurator in peisajul sportului nostru.
Este ceea ce au remarcat si invitatii de marca ai intalnirii
de la Iclod, adica domnii Gheorghe Sabau, director de
dezvoltare din cadrul FR Rugby, regiunea Transilvania,
arbitrul principal al competitiei, fostii internationali de
rugby loan Bucan si Petrica Motrescu, precum si fostii
jucdtori ai Universitdtii Cluj, Silviu Spataru (de loc chiar

Meeting with the Mayor Emil Partoc, in the
Council room of the Mayor’s Office of the
Iclod commune.
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Simion Marginean.

Handing of awards by the international player
Petrica Motrescu.

A ”working visit” to the future sports facility
of the Iclod commune.

din Iclod), Nicolae Copil si Simion Marginean. Cu totii
au ramas cu o impresie deosebitd dupa aceasta adevarata
sarbatoare a rugbyului scolar din tara noastra, organizata de
FR Rugby, Primaria comunei Iclod si Scoala Gimnaziala
din localitate. La turneu a mai participat si cunoscutul om
de sport clujean, Prof. univ. dr. Traian Bocu, redactor-sef
al revistei ,,Palestrica Mileniului III”, un bun cunoscéator
al fenomenului sportiv de pe meleagurile somesene. An
de an, domnia sa organizeaza traditionala manifestare
stiintifica si competitie ,,Cupa Gheorghe Moceanu”,
dedicatd personalitatii primului profesor de educatie
fizica din Romania, nascut in satul Orman, comuna Iclod.
La conferinta de presd desfasurata la sediul Primariei au
mai fost prezenti viceprimarul comunei Iclod, Gheorghe
Mot si consilierul local Tonel Hurducas. Prin discutiile
purtate cu fostii internationali, au fost rememorate cele
mai importante momente ale rugbyului romanesc, un
sport care, mai ales in anii 60-70, ne-a adus satisfactii.
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Amfitrionul competitiei a fost primarul comunei Iclod,
domnul Emil Pirtoc, presedinte de onoare al Colegiului
Central al Arbitrilor din cadrul Federatiei Romane de
Rugby, artizanul multor succese ale acestei discipline
sportive si care in ultimii 4 ani a facut adevarate minuni
in dezvoltarea social-culturala si sportiva a asezarii din
vecinatatea municipiului Gherla. Oaspetii aflati la Iclod
au vizitat si santierul noului stadion ce se construieste in
apropierea Garii CFR din Iclod, unde deja se lucreaza la
amenajarea tribunei cu 600 de locuri, a anexelor necesare si
a pistei sintetice de atletism. Tot acolo va fi o sala de fitness
si un teren de tenis. Si asta intr-o comuna precum Iclod,
unde miscarea fizica si sportul se afla printre prioritatile
administratiei locale. Dupa introducerea gazului metan, a
apei potabile si a canalizarii, iata ca centrul de comuna va
avea si o baza sportiva modernd, asa cum putine orase au
in zona noastra. La Iclod omul sfinteste locul!
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In incheiere, si nu uitim si amintim clasamentul
final al ,,Cupei Primaverii” de la Iclod. Pe primul loc
s-a clasat echipa Liceului Teoretic ,,Eugen Pora” Cluj-
Napoca (antrenor Razvan Roman), urmatd de formatia
Scolii Gimnaziale din Panticeu pregatita de prof. Bogdan
Muresan, iar bronzul a revenit elevilor de la Scoala
Gimnaziala Sinnicoara, indrumati de Bogdan Chindris.
Celelalte echipe au primit mentiuni, dar cu totii s-au
intors acasa cu diplome si echipament sportiv. Unii au fost
rasplatiti si cu cate o minge de rugby. Important este ca
am asistat la o emotionanta sarbatoare a sportului scolar,
urmand sd revenim si la anul, cu ocazia celei de a IV-a
editii!
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