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The Gheorghe Moceanu Days (3)

Zilele Gheorghe Moceanu (3)

1838-1909

Gheorghe Moceanu, this brilliant child of a peasant,
born in a hidden villlage near the Somesul Mic river,
managed to leave his natal environment and become the
first teacher of gymnastics, fencing and folk dancing,
a promoter of physical education and sport in Romania.
After completing his middle and pedagogical education,
he became a teacher of gymnastics at the ”Sfantul Sava”
and “Matei Basarab” high schools in Bucharest. Along
with Spiru Haret, he contributed to the modernization
of Romanian education by introducing gymnastics in
schools and the army, by elaborating the first physical
education curricula. His name is also associated with the
writing of the first book on gymnastics (followed by other
12 books), the training of specialized teaching staff, the
organization of sports competitions, cultural and sports
events in Europe, America and India. In collaboration
with outstanding personalities of science and politics,
such as Carol Davila, he founded the ’Micii Dorobanti”
group, aimed at the harmonious physical development of
young people, their military training, the awakening of the
national consciousness in Romanians. During the course of
his activity, he even received the support of King Carol 1.

In 2008, on the 170th anniversary of the birth of
the great son of the Orman village, as well as of sport
in Romania, the foundations of a valuable tradition of
recalling Gheorghe Moceanu’s memory were laid. That
year, with the support of the Mayor’s office and of the Local
Council of Iclod, the anniversary events reached their third
edition. Over the years, the celebrations organized on this
occasion have become increasingly diversified, bringing
together the former sons of the village from all over the
country, as well as the current inhabitants of the village
and the neighborhood. Thus, on 16-17 August 2014, in
the picturesque locality of Orman, people old and young
gathered to celebrate 105 years since the disappearance of
Gheorghe Moceanu.

The Gheorghe Moceanu days started on Saturday,
August 15th 2014, when a new event for the inhabitants of
the commune took place: the Street Football Championship
final of the Iclod commune. Remarkable events continued
on the day of August 17th. The proceedings were opened by
the mayor of the Iclod commune, Emil Partoc, also known
by his activity at the Romanian Rugby Federation, who
warmly welcomed all participants. The nicely decorated
Culture House of the village proved to be too small for the
multitude of those interested in the event.

The solemn moment was the occasion for a heart
manifestation: 16 couples of the locality who turned
50 years of marriage were congratulated and awarded
diplomas and an amount of money.

The cultural and sports manifestations benefited from
the presence of personalities in the field of sport - Prof. Dr.
Traian Bocu, editor-in-chief of the Palestrica of the Third
Millennium journal, and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mihai Cucu
from Cluj-Napoca, who both evidenced the importance of
Prof. Gheorghe Moceanu for the development of physical
education and sport in schools, for the promotion of folk
dance as part of the curriculum.

The rich artistic program offered by the ”Valea
Somesului” Folk Dance Ensemble from Gherla, by the
”Somes Dancers” group of Iclod and by the young dancers
from the commune’s schools was highly praised by the
public. A tackwando demonstration also took place, which
was followed with particular interest by the entire audience.

The events of 16-17 August 2014, which were carefully
and skillfully organized, offered all those present the
occasion to recall the special personality of Gheorghe
Moceanu, as well as to meet the former and current sons of
the village in a pleasant and festive setting.

Gheorghe Moceanu, acest genial copil de téran,
nascut intr-un sat ascuns in vecinatatea Somesului Mic, a
reusit sd iasd din mediul natal §i s devind primul dascal
de gimnastica, scrima si dansuri populare, promotor al
educatiei fizice si sportului in Romania. Dupd terminarea
studiilor medii §i pedagogice, a devenit profesor de
gimnastica la liceele ,,Sfantul Sava” si ,,Matei Basarab”
din Bucuresti. Alaturi de Spiru Haret a contribuit la
modernizarea Invatdmantului romanesc prin introducerea
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gimnasticii in scoli si armata, prin elaborarea primelor
programe scolare de educatie fizica. Tot de numele sau
se leaga scrierea primei car{i de gimnasticd (urmata de
alte 12), activitatea de formare a cadrelor de specialitate,
organizarea unor competitii sportive, turnee cultural-
sportive prin Europa, America si India. Colabordnd cu
mari personalitati ale stiintei si politicii, cum ar fi Carol
Davila, a infiintat gruparea ,,Micii Dorobanti”, cu scopul
dezvoltarii fizice armonioase a tineretului, pregatirii
sale militare, trezirii constiintei nationale la romani. Pe
parcursul activitatii sale a primit chiar si sprijinul Regelui
Carol L.

In anul 2008, cu ocazia implinirii a 170 de ani de la
nasterea marelui fiu al satului Orman, precum si al sportului
din intreaga Romanie, Gheorghe Moceanu, s-au pus bazele
temeinice ale unei traditii valoroase de a evoca amintirea
lui. In acest an, prin grija Primdriei si a Consiliului Local
Iclod, evenimentele comemorative au ajuns la a I11-a editie.
Pe parcursul anilor, manifestarile organizate cu aceastad
ocazie au devenit din ce 1n ce mai diversificate, reusind sa
adune atat fostii fii ai satului raspanditi in diferite colturi ale
tarii, cat si pe locuitorii actuali si ai imprejurimilor. Astfel,
in zilele de 16-17 august 2014, in pitoreasca localitate
Orman, lumea s-a Intdlnit cu mic cu mare la comemorarea
a 105 ani de la disparitia lui Gheorghe Moceanu.

Zilele ,,Gheorghe Moceanu” au debutat sambata 15
august 2014, cand a avut loc un eveniment inedit pentru
locuitorii comunei: Finala Campionatului de Fotbal al
Strazilor din Comuna Iclod. Evenimentele remarcabile au
continuat in ziua de 17 august. Lucrarile au fost deschise
de primarul comunei Iclod, Emil Partoc, cunoscut si prin

activitatea domniei sale in cadrul Federatiei Roméane
de Rugbi, acesta urdnd un calduros bun venit tuturor
participantilor. Frumos impodobitul Camin Cultural al
satului s-a dovedit neincapator, pentru multitudinea celor
interesati de eveniment.

Momentul solemn a dat prilejul unei manifestari de
suflet: 16 perechi din localitate, care au implinit 50 de ani
de casnicie, au fost felicitate si premiate cu diplome si cu
un plic cu o suma de bani.

Manifestarile cultural sportive s-au bucurat de prezenta
unor personalitati din domeniul sportului - Prof. Univ. Dr.
Traian Bocu, redactor sef al revistei Palestrica Mileniului
II1, respectiv Conf. Univ. Dr. Mihai Cucu din Cluj-Napoca
- ambii reliefand importanta profesorului Gheorghe
Moceanu in dezvoltarea educatiei fizice si sportului scolar,
in promovarea dansului popular in programa scolara.

Bogatul program artistic oferit de Ansamblul de dansuri
populare ,,Valea Somesului” din Gherla, de formatia
,Dansatorii de pe Somes” a comunei Iclod si de micii
dansatori din unitatile de invatamant de pe raza comunei
a fost deosebit de apreciat de public. S-a desfasurat, de
asemenea, o demonstratic de taekwando, urmarita cu
interes deosebit de intreaga asistenta.

Evenimentele din 16-17 august 2014, organizate cu
grija si pricepere, au oferit celor prezenti prilejul de a-si
aduce aminte de personalitatea deosebitd a lui Gheorghe
Moceanu, dar si pentru a se reintalni pentru fostii si actualii
fii ai satului intr-un cadru placut si festiv.
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